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Selby Times (26 October 2017)

Times

TODAY'S EDITION OF YOUR FAVOURITE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER IS INSIDE >>>>

Thursday, October 281N, 2017

CONSULTATION BEGINS
ON REPOWER PROJECT

Drax Repower: chance to give views on gas and battery project
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Helping to change the way energy
is generated, supplied and used for
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Goole Times (11 January 2018)
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Thursday, January 11th, 2018

DRAX REPOWER:
GIVE YOUR VIEWS

Events to discuss gas generation and battery storage project begin on January 20
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Helping to change the way energy
is generated, supplied and used for
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Selby Times & Post (18 January 2018)
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Statutory period of public consultation

January 16th to Febryary 27th 2018

Public exhibitions about Drax Repower project
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The Daily Telearaph

Date: 18 January 2018
Page: 7
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Imperial dips as deal talk stubbed out

TOM
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IMPERIAL Brands slipped back

towards multi-year lows after J
Tobacco's new boss poured cold water
om hopes of 2 mega deal being struck
by the two 10ba000 gants.

(_ll) analysts had speculated that a

ml‘rgmg two of the “big five”
tobatco heavyweights was m the

after IT's acquisition-hungry

chief executive Masamichi Terahatake
admitted that he was on the hunt for
deals. had been mooted as
the perfect antidote to JT's lack of
t;?same in the US, Middle East and
Africa, and the Vaping market.

But the new boss st hopes
of a tse-up with the Virginia
maker after revealing that JTis
Largeting several in South East
Asia and unde
UhlamEpdealmEumpcwmddbc
made “almost impossible™ by
competition laws.

Mr Terabatake added that
undeveloped markets were more
entiCing a “complicated™
acquisition elsewhere, signalling that

mggulumxmcomledealsnh»

in the works. Cooling merger talk
Imperial down blp lo £3053

\\1lh lhc tobatco mant s i

weighting on thl‘m 100 hClpmg to
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Results roundup
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drag the index to a 30.50-point drop at
772545 The index was put umder
further

Informa
, pushing ll Jower fora ﬂhrd
cm.xlnt- day.

Elsewhere, Provident Financial
tumbled for 2 second straight day after
analysts warned that the stricken
m lender is facing a funding

After admitting that it
expects a £120m loss in its troubled
comsumer Credit busums. analysts at
Liberum
found that Provident cmld fxcea
£235m shortfall by the end of 2009,

Provident's value nosedived 68
last year after a botched revamp of the
division saw Customers desert the firm
and Shore Capital believes that selling
shares 10 raise more Cash is now
becoming “inCreasingly likely” to help

the firm's résources, sending
its shares sliding 105p to 699p.

The NHS crisis could provide a
muth-needed boost Lo private
healthcare provider Spire, analysts at
Jefferies told clients, to lifi the
Mediclinic takeover target S.4p to

except under icense —i
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250p. Problems within the NHS will
drive patients t0 Spire and double-
d:m growth m its self- r:y divisson is
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fxmshuw 1 L6p hij 1
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office vider from Brookfie
Aset Management
Lb,wd 's of London insurer Beazley
19.5pto )!1) after telling
ﬁ:n“hﬁldﬂx that profit will be ahead
of t'xpmzbons despite }uu-mm

Ouls.
l‘hzmn gunig?al i
ve up early gains to ﬁmsh_nst +.2p
ﬁgher at zl.';.,g after it unveiled its
plan to pall back its ti0ns in
Mnuaspartofch cm:nu\e Emma

Walmsley's shake

pwoducgr) Dn!dlzxed 2p fo28a8p
after revealing that it will have a fourth
converted biomass power plant up and
running by the end oﬂhe year. Finally,
engineering consultancy Ricardo was
boosted 49p to 994p, 2 ane-year high,
after reporting a 30pC rise in Orders.

draxpower

A Drax Group company



Document Ref: 5.1.28

The Drax Power (Generating Stations) Order

May 2018

Grimsby Telegraph (12 January 2018)

Date: 12 January 2018
Page: 12
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Drax’s dash for gas generation progresses with consultation plan

PLANS to re-power two of the
remaining coal-fired generators
at Drax will go on show later
this month.

The regional giant,
responsible for 8 per cent of the
nation's electricity, is looking to
switch 10 gas, as well as install
what could be one of the largest
batteries in the workd

If the plans go ahead in their
entirety the development would
include two combined-cycle gas
turbines with a combined
capacity of up to 2,600 MW of
electricity as well as battery
storage of up to 200MW.

Subject to development
consent and construction, the
project could start generating
electricity in 2022/23,

The exhibitions follow on
from initial events held in
November and are part of the
statutory consultation process
required ahead of submitting
an application for a
Development Consent Order.

Andy Koss, chief executive at
Drax Power, said: “The options
we're exploring could reuse
some of the existing
infrastructure from the
remaining coal assets at Drax
and extend their operation as
gas plant into the 20005,

Copyright material - reproduced under llcense.
No further copying (Includ aigital

RE-POWER PLAN: Andy Koss.

The re-power project could
secure the future of the power
station beyond 2025 when the
government says coal must
come off the system.

“Drax Power Station is a
national asset and a significant

on / for

g} Is permitted except under icense

driver of economic growth in
the North of England,
generating more than half a
billion pounds for the northern
economy and supporting 6,000

Drax is already the UK's
larpest single site renewable
power generator having
converted three coal generating
units 1o use sustainable wood
pellets, most of which is
imported via Immingham,
where the world's Largest
hiomsass reception facility has
been built by Associated British
Ports in a £130 million
Investment.

C e regendd badssse
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THE & PRESS

Date: 24 January 2018
Page: 24,25
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Powering into a green
and renewable future

Business editor
Laura Knowison
takes a doser look
at Drax’s turbine
generation plan

AFTER decades of burning coal to
power the natlon, North Yorkshire
power station Drax started a new
Journey five years ago when it set
out to canvert its fuel source to hio-
mass.

The company welcomed the news
last week that financial commit
ments from Government in support
of biomass will continue, allowing i1t
to convert its fourth unit, from a to-
tal of six, to burn chipped wood pel
lets instead of the dirty fuel.

However Unit 4 will be the last
at Drax to undergo the conversion
amid new plans at the power glant.
Drax has turned its renewable agen.
da to gas in i1s latest scheme.

Public consultation is currently
under way on plans to convert the
final two units into combined.cycle
gas turbines (CCGTs) with an assocl.
ated battery - which promises to be
among the largest in the world.

Talking to The Press about the
move away from Blomass, Drax Pow-
er chief executive Andy Koss, said:
“We've got financial support for
Bilomass until 2027. Our challenge
s how do we get the cost of blomass
down so when the support runs out
we can still run this plant into the
20005

“We recognise and support the
Government in its alm to get coal off
the system by October I, 2025,

“We still see a long term future
for blomass, and particularly large
pleces of kit lke ours Is all really
important.

“However the Government is

material - under llicense.

looking very hard at the amount of
support they give for renewables in
the future. The support we get today
isn’t necessarily going to be availa-
ble for future conversians, therefore
1ts good for us to be diversitied.

“We were always dependant an
Government with blomass, it felt
like we weren't in control of cur own
destiny.

“Our rescarchers and engineers
set out to look at other options for
ourselves. It became clear quite
quickly that the gas conversion was
something we could do. We have got
some outstanding engineers that we
believe can do this. It became a cred
ible option.

‘It's good to have different tech
nologles or fuel types available to
us. They will be able to do different
things. We see ourselves as support.
Ing other Jow carbon technologses.”

The installation of the CCGTs will
see the capacity of the coal units
being conssdered, which currently
stands at 1 290MW, increase to up to
3.600MW,

In the five years since it took its
first step into renewables, Drax, near
Sclby, has become the largest single

site renewable electricity generator
in the country. supplying 17 per cent
of the UK's renewable power, which
1s enough for four milllon homes.
But with emerging renewable
hnologies, each d d on
varying levels of reltability from its

23
No further copying (Including printing. digital

except under icense

source, sitting hand.in-hand with
demand changing nationally, power
supply has never beem more com-
plex.

Drax believes its COGT proposal
can solve many of the problems
by providing high levels of power

instantly thanks to the assoctated
batteries, which will store enocugh
power to get the generators running
at full power instantly

Mr Koss said: “We can generate a
lot more power on gas rather than
coal.

“We can put Integrated batteries
tnto this as well, using cutting edge
technofogies to make these units
more responsive.

“We think we are ahead of the
curve on this. The grid needs a re.
sponsive, flexible and rellable plant
that can ramp up and down very
quickly in response to the energy
demand of the UK at any one time.
Because there's volatility in the mar.
kets we would be applying for a Ca
pacity Market Contract to insure our
tnvestment. They are allocated in an
auction every year, and the key is to
be the mast competitive In terms of
the cost of the project against the
power produced. We think the fact
we are going to use a lot of our ex.
sung infrastructure, it will signify
cantly reduce the cost.”

Drax is hoping to have all the
necessary planning permissions in
place, so that If it ks successtul in se-
curing a Capacity Market Contract it
will be ready to proceed In 2018, with

draxpower
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Business news in brief

Power producer Drax to complete fourth biomass unit in 2018

British power producer Drax said vesterday it planned to complete converting its fourth biomass power
plant in the second half of the year so it comes online in late 2018. Drax has converted half its power plant
in Yorkshire, once Europe’s most polluting coal-fired power station, to burn wood pellets - often made
from sustainably sourced dry sawdust compressed under high pressure. Drax said it would complete work
on the fourth unit conversion in the second half of this vear as part of 2 major planned outage, before
returning it to service in late 2018, Reusers

Copyright material - reproduced under license
No further copying (Including printing, digital r n / for Is except under icense
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ELECTRICITY
Drax seeks views on
new power station

Drax will launch a public
consultation later this month on
revised plans to build a 2g9MW
open-cycle gas turbine (OCGT)
power station near Swansea.

If approved, the £100 million
site could generate power for up
to 150,000 homes.

Local residents were origi-
nally consulted in 2014, but the
project was shelved in 2015
because of market uncertainty.
The process is being relaunched
after Drax Group acquired the
development last year.

Drax Power chief executive
Andy Koss said: “We have made
a number of changes to the origi-
nal proposals. For example, the
cable for the electrical connec-
tion has been put underground
instead of having an overhead
line; we have selected an access
route from the B4489 to the west
of the site; and reduced the num-
ber of stacks from five to one.”

Copynght matens. Copying i anly pesretied under the Serrrs of & Newageper Liceroeng
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Yorkshire Press (10 January 2018)

10th January

Drax gas plant plans push forward

Laura Knowlson

PLANT PLAN: Andy Koss chief executive of Drax Power

NEW images of Drax Power Station’s proposed gas turbines are being released as the
energy giant pushes on with plans to install some of the largest batteries in the world
at its North Yorkshire plant.

Drax is to stage a new round of community events, giving local people the chance to
have their say on the firm’s plans to repower up two of its remaining coal-fired
electricity generating units with gas.

Drax’s project team will be on hand at the events to discuss the plans alongside new
images and interactive displays showing what the development will include.

If the plans go ahead in their entirety, the development would include two combined-
cycle gas turbines (CCGTs) which would also be capable of operating as rapid
response gas power plants, with a combined capacity of up to 3,600 megawatts (MW)
of electricity as well as battery storage of up to 200MW.

The exhibitions follow on from similar events held in November and are part of the
statutory consultation process required ahead of submitting an application for a
Development Consent Order.

Andy Koss, chief executive of Drax Power, said: “Holding public events to share our
1deas with local people is a great way to hear their views.

9 i >
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“It’s really important to us that we support and work with our local communities — we
want people who live and work in the area near the power station to play a part in
shaping our thinking for the future. We look forward to sharing our ideas and hearing
thoughts.

“The options we’re exploring could reuse some of the existing infrastructure from the
remaining coal assets at Drax and extend their operation as gas plant into the 2030s.
The Repower project could secure the future of the power station beyond 2025 when
the government says coal must come off the system.”

Public exhibitions featuring Drax’s proposals are taking place at the following venues:
* Selby Town Hall on January 20 and February 1, from 10am to 4pm

* Drax Sports and Social Club on January 23, from 3pm to 8pm

» Junction, 2 Paradise Place, Goole on January 24, from 2pm to 7pm

* Hemingbrough Methodist Church Hall on February 2 from 9 30am to 1.30pm

10 i >
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Headlines Today (18 January 2018)
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Drax gas plant plans push forward
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Humber business.com (11 January 2018)

Transformational plans for future power
generation at Drax to be revealed

GOAL IS NO COAL: Drax Power Station, with coal supplies and the biomass silos in the foreground.
By Hull Daily Mail | Posted: 11 Jan 2018

PLANS to re-power two of the remaining coal-fired generators at Drax will go on show later this month.

As reported, the regional giant, responsible for eight per cent of the nation’s electricity, is looking to
switch to gas, as well as install what could be one of the largest batteries in the world.

If the plans go ahead in their entirety. the development would include two combined-cycle gas turbines
(CCGTs) which would also be capable of operating as rapid response gas power plants in open-cycle
mode. with a combined capacity of up to 3.600 megawatts (MW) of electricity as well as battery storage of
up to 200MW.

Subject to development consent and construction, the project could start generating electricity in 2022/23.

The exhibitions follow on from initial events held in November and are part of the statutory consultation
process required ahead of submitting an application for a Development Consent Order.
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Andy Koss, chief executive at Drax Power, said: “The options we’re exploring could reuse some of the
existing infrastructure from the remaining coal assets at Drax and extend their operation as gas plant into
the 2030s. The re-power project could secure the future of the power station beyond 2025 when the
government says coal must come off the system.

“Drax Power Station is a national asset and a significant driver of economic growth in the North of
England, generating more than half a billion pounds for the northern economy and supporting 6,000 jobs ™

Drax 1s already the UK’s largest single site renewable power generator having converted three coal
generating units to use sustainable wood pellets, most of which is imported via Immingham, where the
world’s largest biomass reception facility has been built by Associated British Ports in a £130 million
investment, and Hull, where a smaller scale facility has also been developed.

More than two thirds of the power produced is now renewable, providing 17 per cent of the UK's
renewable electricity — enough for four million homes.

Mr Koss explained that by upgrading its existing infrastructure to use gas it would provide more capacity,
stability and essential grid services keeping costs low for consumers and delivering the government’s
commitment to end power generation with unabated coal by 2025,

The work complements ongoing work to explore options for further generation from sustainable biomass.
Public exhibitions featuring Drax’s proposals are taking place at:

Selby Town Hall, York Street, Selby, on Januvary 20, from 10am to 4pm

Dirax Sports and Social Club, Main Road, Drax, on January 23, from 3pm to 8pm

Junction, 2 Paradise Place, Goole, on January 24, from 2pm to 7pm

Selby Town Hall, York Street Selby. on February 1, from 10am to 4pm

Hemingbrough Methodist Church Hall, Main Street, Hemingbrough, on February 2, from 9 .30am to
1.30pm

“Heolding public events to share our ideas with local people is a great way to hear their views,” Mr Koss
added. “It’s really important to us that we support and work with our local communities — we want people
who live and work in the area near the power station to play a part in shaping our thinking for the future.
We look forward to sharing our ideas and hearing thoughts.”

READ MORE: Toughening market place felt by business according to Chamber survey

The project’s consultation documents are also available to view at the following locations from January 16
until February 27, when the statutorv consultation period closes:

= Selby District Council, Access Selby, Market Cross Shopping Centre, Selby, YO8 475
* North Yerkshire County Council, County Hall, Northallerton DL7 8AD

= East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Customer Service Centre, Cross Street, Beverley, HU17 9BA

= Selby Library 52 Micklegate. Selby YO8 4EQ

+ Snaith Library, 27 Market Place, Snaith DIN14 9HE

= Goole Library, Carlisle Street, Goole DN14 5DS

Further information about the project, the consultation and planning application visit the Drax wehsite.
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TheBuisnessDesk.com (11 January 2018)

Plans to re-power two coal-fired units with gas at Drax to be
discussed with public

Plans to re-power two coal-fired units with
gas at Drax to be discussed with public
News

January 11 2018
Kayley Worsley

@

Write a comment

Public events are being held about Drax Power Station’s plans to re-power up to two of its
remaining coal-fired electricity generating units with gas and install what could be amongst
the largest batteries in the world. Drax’s project team will be on hand at the events to discuss
the plans with local people and listen to their views. New images and interactive displays
showing what the development will include, as well as an environmental impact report, will
also be available. If the plans go ahead in their entirety, the d... For the full story register now
for free or login below...
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Insider Media Limited (11 January 2018)

DRAX'S GAS CONVERSION AND
BATTERY STORAGE PLANS MOVE
FORWARD

©ONjan2018 9 Yorkshire & Business

Angy Kozs

A project to repower up to twe of the coal-fired units to gas and build battery sterage at Drax Power
Station have moved forward with a series of events set to be held to update nearby residents on the plans.

Drax's is propesing two combined-cycle gas turbines (CCGTs), which would also be capable of cperating as
rapid respense gas power plants in open-cycle mode, with a combinad capacty of up to 3,600 magawatts
(MW} of electricty as well as battery storage of up to 2000MW.

The latast exhibitions follow on from simiar events held in November 2017 and are part of the statutory
consultation process required ahead of submitting an application for a Development Consent Order.

Drax's project t2am will be on hand at the events to discuss the plans and lizten to the views of residents,
New images and interactive displays showing what the develcpment will mclude, as well az an
environmental impact report, will 3tso be available.

Andy Koss, chief executve of Drax Power, said: "Holding public events te share cur ideas with local people
is 3 great way to hear their views. It's realty impertant to us that we support and work with our local
communities — we want people who Lve and work in the area near the power station to play a partin
shaping cur thinking for the future. \We look forward te sharing cur ideas and hearing thoughts.

“The optionz we're exploring could reuse some of the existing infrastructure from the remaining coal assets
at Orax and extend their cperation as gas plant into the 2030s. The Repower project could secure the future
of the power station beyond 2025 when the government says coal must come off the system.

“Drax Power Station is a naticnal asset and a significant driver of economic growth in the North of England,
generating more than £1/2bn for the northern 2conomy and supperting 6,000 jobs”
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4-Traders (11 January 2018)

Drax : 11 January 2018 - More local events
to discuss gas and battery project

(W Jin| f]e== vl -

DM 1720E | OF24am EhT

Fllore avents ars being hedd o ensune local people have their say about Dras Poacer
Station’s plans o repossr up o fea of i remaining ooakfired eleciricity generating
umits with gas ard irstall what could be amamgst the Engest batbanes in the waarkd.

Dirax's project fesmm will be on hand &t the events o discuss the plans with local peaple
and lisien &o their vieees. Mew images and int=ractive displays shaoeing what the desssl-
o et will incdude, s esall as an ardiroremeental impact repors, will also e syl skl

If the plars o albsasd in Heir entrety, e devslopmen? woulkd nclods S camibined-cy-
cle gas urbines (O0ET=) which would also Bbe capablbe of apsarating as rapid respomnse
pas powear plants in open-oycks meode, with a combined capacity of up bo 30500 meegs-
weatis BAVV) of eleciricity & weell as bafery storaps of g o 20001V

The= eahibiticns foloe on from similar esents hedd in Mowvemiber and ane part of the stabu-
tory comnsulation process reguired abesd of submittimg an application for a Dewse loprment
Corser Dhroder.

Ardy Kass, Chief Execartive af Drax Poser, saidc

TAking publc SvEals o share our Jess with focal peopde s & grast way & hear [heir
wiEws. RS realy Imporfanl (0 U5 [hal we SUomart Smd waork With our jocs! communiies -
wWe Wal peogie Wwio MWe and work &1 e 5rea mesr e power SISt o oisy 8 gart v
shaping our thinking for dhe flture. W ook fonmwand fo shanmg our ifess and haseing
thooagrats.

THe CENcNS WE TS Sxplaning Cowhd mEuse Some of fhe exisiimg Mfrasinciurs from the e
mSiming cosd SS55eds af Drax amnd exiend RSl operstion &35 g&s Sienl yafo ke 20305, The
Repower projecd couly Secure e fufure Of the power staticn bepong 2025 whan the
GOVEYTNTIENT 55K COS( MWST CoMe O ihe Sysham.

Twax Fowar Sfaficn [s 5 nathanal ssset and & signifficant dniver Or 8conomibs grownth n the
MorTh af England, Qemnseratimg maons an S7/250 for the NorThenT Snomomy and SusEort-
g 000 johs. "

Dirax is aready the LIK's argest singbs site menewable paovser perssrabor Basiceg conseried
thirnss ooal gararaling unibs B use suestainable wood peliets. Mane than e thirds of $e
powesr produced is now renewable, providing 175 of the UEKCs rencewable elecinicity -
enough for four milion Fomes.

Fir Koss explained that by upgrading s existing infrastnoeciore oo e gas i would pro-
wide mone capacity, stability and essential grid services kesping costs ow for consum-
ers ard delreering the government's commibment o end posser generation with unabat-
el ool by 2025

Pubilic esfibitions feaburning Drax's propossls aee takicg place at the foll o reg wsnoes:

= Salby Towen Hall York Sireel, Selby, Y08 480 - Saburday 20 January 2018
[T = S

= Drax Sporfts and Scclkal Club, Bain Roasd, Doas, Seky, YO 5P - Tussdag 25
Janusary 201 8 [Gpm - Bgm)

= Jumnction, 2 Paradiss Place, Goole, DMN14L SO0 - Wednesday 24 Famuany 2018
(Zpem = Tpm )

= Salby Towm Hall, York Streel Selby, Y08 400 - Thursday 1 Febnoasy (10@m -
Aprm)

= Hemingbrough Methodiat Charch Hall, 2 fdain Streed, Hemingbreogh, 908 S0E
= Friday 2 February (8.30@am - 1. 30pmj
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Leaflets abhout the project hase been sent (o homees ano bosimesssses im thee asreas aroomd

thes o s o .

T he= praject’=s oo lation documerts, mcluodimg the Projects Prelimicany Enssi romemes sl
Irformation Report, ane aklss aovailable bo sies ot the ol loswing locsations e 16 danussry
wntil Z2Fth February 2018, wheen the stactubory oorrsulEmtam period chossess:

= Sehy District Gouncil, Sscceses Selby, Market Cross Shoppimg Centre, Seaelby, YOB
A0S

= Farth Yorkshiere Cownty Couamndl, CTournty Hall, Morthallerion OLT Sk

= Es=st Riding of York=shine Couwncl, Customer Sersice Centre, Croeses Siree?, Beover-
b=y, HALF1T SE&A

= Sely Lilrary, 52 Micklegete, Sellby Y0E 4EO

= Snaith Library, 27 Market Place, Snaith OR1d 9HE

= Goole Library, Cardiske Street, Soole DMNA1E SIS

T he= optians for repossanrg o gaes and buldimg battery storage complEmesnt Draoets oo
Eaing workl o espmlore options for furtbssr generation fmom sustairnable biormaeess A e
part of s strealegy o play @ vital role in charging e ooy emnergny s peneraiec] s thoes LI
s i o Loret oo o Bubone

Subjecs o developmeent oorrsent and construction, the praject could star generatimg
edeciricity in S0Z320S .

Furtheesr infaommation aboul thee project, the oonsulEation and planniceg appication aee
arvAilable on thee progect websibe: hEpeOine posser . crsd oo

- Ends: -
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Caras S
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Jesmaiican Sorbam

Pre== Officer
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Aout the planmning reglme

T he= praposed developmeEnt s a natiorally significant infrassrnoeciores project (RSP s
The constructicn or exiernsion of a generating station” calegory m Part 3 Sechioms 144015
(A and 1502 of the Plarning ot 2000 (as armeencked ). Ss saach, DrAax s reguiimesd S0 sk
plannirg permesion EnossT s @ Developmeent Corrsert Oeder D00 ) fnorm thee Secretary
of State for Business, Energy & Iincdastrial Ssoreategy.

Sbout the Repowar Pro]eck
Diraw™s proposals: irchads e ol bkoawssing elermerbs:

= Lip oo 3,500 megensealts (R ) of meer s gemeraticon capscny and up o SO0 of
Eattery siorsge - fesa bty storsge facdl ities, ome per unil and esch up 8o 100k

= The= capacity af the Draeds ool uni = Bedrsg consice red for this project is 1 290078

= Sas-fired generatiaon wnits (oo neess turbimes=s, up o baeo peer umik) thaat can operaie
in oamb ined-cpecks or apes ey e rmocies
= Lhse oF exeEateryg slecm furbarees s coalig tosvseers.

= M e gaas mipeiree conmesction o the Matomnal Sas Transmssion Systerm ancd am
edemciricsl aormesctiam Fho Dras™s & xisting sobstaficnmn i allave slectmciby o B s paari-
] b0 thee Matiaral Ged.

= FAoaplion B irstall a ermpoesyT crarss posioreed ness e She existimg ettty am e
Firser COhueses mncd at & poin? choses o thes porveer statior dhunirg oonsbrosciom.

= Ermvronmental assessments are considenrg issi s mach as local plannmg, sEc s
weabsr quaity, flood rsk, traffic and ransport, noises, soology, heeritape ard the =i
Fects cm Lamcscompre e sl Srmessmi by
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Abput Drae Group

Dirax Group plc plays & wital role in belping change the way enengy is generated, sup-
plied and used &= the L& moves ta a low carban future. Drax aperates the langest paow-
er siatian in the UK, bassd al Selby, Narth Yorkshire and supplies 7 percent of $he
country's electnicty neags. The energy firm cameerted from burning coal o become &
predominanty biomass-fuslled elecincity generalor. Drax & the biggast single sile ne-
renvable generalor in the UK and the larpest decarbonisation project in Eurape. b=
2 00 -strang staff operate acrass three princpal areas of achvily - elecricity generation,
eleciricity sales to business customers and com presed wood pelat praduction.

The Groug inchidas:

Drax Blomass, based in the US and manufaciures compressed wood pellets producsd

from sustairably managed warking forests.
Hewen Powar, based in lpswich, praviding businessas with electricity.

Cpug Enargy, based in Oxfard, Mosthampban and Cardiff, providing eleciriasy and gas

1o businpssag,
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Electrify Europe (12 January 2018)
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Home Projects Markets Technology Regulatio

Friday, 12 January 2018
Public gets informed over Drax repowering

Operators of Drax, the UK's largest coal power station, are
staging a series of events fo inform the wider public about
plans to repower up to two of the plant's remaining coal-
fired units with gas and adding a large battery storage
system. If the repowering proceeds as planned, Drax will
be expanded with two combined-cycle gas turbine (CCGT)
power units with a combined capacity of 3,600-MW and a

Drax Power Station battery storage system of up to 200-MW.
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The Business Desk.com (22 January 2018)

Drax CEO outlines ‘first of its kind’ plan to
future-proof the power station
News

January 22 2018
Kayley Worsley

@

Write a comment

S

Drax Power Station near Selby generates 7% of the country's electricity and now has three of
its generators fuelled by low-carbon biomass; with a fourth due to be converted to this
method in the summer. This will leave the power station with two coal-fired generators,
which the government has set out must be offline by 2025. The station, which employs 900
people, is now launching its 're-power project’, setting out planning proposals which need to
be approved by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strateg... For the
full story register now for free or login below...
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The York Press (24 January 2018)

“We recognise and support the Government in its aim to get coal off the system by
October 1, 2025

“We still see a long term future for biomass, and particularly large pieces of kit like
ours 15 all really important.

“However the Government 1s looking very hard at the amount of support they give for
renewables in the future. The support we get today 1sn’t necessanly going to be
available for future conversions, therefore its good for us to be diversified.

“We were always dependant on Government with biomass, it felt like we weren’t in
control of our own destiny.

“QOur researchers and engineers set out to lock at other options for ourselves. It
became clear quite quickly that the gas conversion was something we could do. We
have got some outstanding engineers that we believe can do this. It became a credible
option.

“It’s good to have different technologies or fuel types available to us. They will be
able to do different things. We see ourselves as supporting other low carbon
technologies ™

The installation of the CCGT s will see the capacity of the coal units being
considered, which currently stands at 1_2900MMW, increase to up to 3, 6000TW.

In the five years since it took 1ts first step into renewables, Drax Power Station, near
Selby. 15 now the largest single site renewable electricity generator in the country,
supplying 17 per cent of the UK s renewable power, which 1s enough for four million
homes._

But with emerging renewable technologies, each dependent on varying levels of
reliability from its source. sitting hand in hand with demand changing nationally,
power supply has never been more complex.

Drax believes 1ts CCGT proposal can solve many of the problems by providing high
levels of power instantly thanks to the associated batteries, which will store enough
power to get the generators runming at full power instantly.

Mr Koss said: “We can generate a lot more power on gas rather than coal. We can put
mtegrated batieries into this as well, using cutiing edge technologies to make these
units are More responsive.

“We think we are ahead of the curve on this. The gnd needs a responsive, flexable and
reliable plant that can ramp up and down very quickly in response to the energy
demand of the UK at any one time. Because there’s volatility in the markets we would
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applying for a Capacity Market Contract to insure our investment. They are allocated
in an auction every year, and the key is to be the most competitive in terms of the cost

of the project against the power produced.

“We think the fact we are going to use a lot of our existing infrastructure, even though
it is more difficult to integrate, it will significantly reduce the cost.”

Drax is hoping to have all the necessary planning permissions in place, so that if it is
successful in securing a Capacity Market Contract it will be ready to proceed in 2019,
with the first gas powered turbine potentially up and running by 2023.

Public consultation events are on February 1, at Selby Town Hall 10am-4pm and
Hemingbrough Methodist Church Hall on Februarv 2.
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KCFM (24 January 2018)

Weather n News Local News  Proposals for gas and battery project go on show in Goole

Traffic

School Closures

Got a News

Story? m = More from Local News

Wednesday, January 24th, 2018 9:00am

Plans to build one of the world's biggest battery storage facilities in
Yorkshire go on show in Goole today.

Drax Power Station which is based near the town is looking to change from
coal to gas power and want people's views on the project.

CEO of Drax, Andy Koss, says they have to make the change to meet the
demand of the UK powergrid:

"The Government have announced they're taking the system by 2025, it's part
of our change of fuel at the power station. We're looking to change our last two
remaining coal units to gas.”
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The Guardian (29 January 2018)

Gas-fired plants to reap huge subsidies
despite uncertain future

Fossil fuel I =2if¥ <« i frosmn 1 . i3 anc
Enropean imports

A The Taewcsie gn e i red pomres SENTH0 . PR Cogs s

= ALnevey

Gas prowwer prlant oprerators will sooop millions of pounds in state subsidies i
coming days to 20 o standlvy mext winter, bat tive owners of the UK s Largess gmas
fleet has warned the fossil foel faces an uncertain Mature S o ocornerstone of UK
eriee Ty,

Ansctions starting on Touesday for comtracts in thhe capacity rraariet thse
moverrumnent’s insurance policy for ensaring reliable electricity supplies are
crucial to the suarvival of mas plants

Buat nuchenr, renewables and energy imposted from Eurogsean rmarloets oo ld
change British snergy provision within two decades, according to Torm Glovers, e
UK chisir of Gerrrsan endergy groapy RWE.

Glover ssid the outlook for new gas planes - guicher and chieaper 1o Daziled thoarn
atomic sites or offshore windfarms - remained uncleas,

“Irs uncestain, when you look across 1S yeaars, Yoo we got to ook at how
inmterconnesctors [powes cables to otheer countries], how new nuouclear, renewasbles
will develogs IT's very uncoertain,™ fue sosicl

e D GEEETE

Sag T g B Thee ched by Bontcens Socty ervad |l o follkoes Cotssciiee S5 res cem TwiTiee of S8 rerat ook

Glover's caution cormes despite the government confirmming the phase-out of ool
Gas has cemented itself = the top sowurce of electricity overs e ast Two yeurs as
coxal declined drarnatically in the face of 3 carboe: tasx

The North Sea’s gas, together with pipelines froon Europe and ships from CQatasr,
regularly supplies more thian 40% of the UK s prower, and on cold, still days earlier
in the month has at times been providing nearly 6096,

This rrsoantls the government spellied ont bhow it would force the last of Britain™s
eipghn coal plants 1o close in Octoller 2025 to meet clirmate closnge poals, and how
thiat wwoald help zas,

Gas is the UK's top source of power
Fusi used In slaectricity gaenarstion (Saronaatt hours)

BCcaz WCcCcocal @ Nuckear | WIind snc Solar 8 Sicenercy Hydro (natural Mo
¥ oML ana cthear Tucls
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Officials said they expected the plan would lower the cost of Dnding gas plants,
and kead to higher revenoes because the posser statbons would b used more

uﬁen.

But i boode at the official estirates of how muoch new gas capacity will be built in
coming years helps explain Glowver s concern, despite the current dominance af

s

The Departrent for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BELS) this month
revised e armount of new pas plants it expects o be built by 2035 o 66W, down
From the 1.4GW it predicted Last year, In comparison, its forecast for nes
remewabiles, which it expects Lo generale more power Lhan gas by 2020, remained

largely the same,

The UK has 45 gas power stations with a
capacity of ORI or miore
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Thie econormics of gas-lfired power stations today langely
himge an the capacity market.

Peter Atherton, ensrgy analyst at Cormveeall Insight, said:
“[Large gas plants] are entirely dependent on the capacity
rarket really, it aesads to cover samething like 60-Bos of the
economics of those plants. That leaves maylbe only 20% of
the econormics Lo Uhe wholegale market, ™

The Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit (ECIU calculates
thar £3_ 4bn worth of capacity market subsidies have already
been promised to power station operators, many ol them
pas-fired aperations,

el o far thee schvere has Giled to bring forwarnd amy new
plants an the scale of the large ones built during the “dash
Fisr gas” of the 1go0s.

Gas plant owners complain thae, despite reforms over the
past year that should diminish the role of small local power
stations and battery storage plants, the capacily market is
still not a leved playing Field,

They are conocerned by competition in auctions for capacity
rarket contracts mext month from new interconnescions -
long-distance power cables - being planned for the early
Fo20% bo Belginm and Framnoe.

Gas supporters argue those imterconnectons can oompete for
a loveser price becauss they do not have to pay the same costs
as gas operators in the UK, such as the carbon tas,

Experts think the price of the contracts awarded in the
aictions will be the same o lower 38 previols years,
bBecause of how many firms are bidding for them, Bernstein
Bank expects prices for the four-year ahead auction to dear
ab £18-19 per Kilowalt, compared with £22. 500KW Last vear.

There is little cormlort in wholesale pas prices either, which are histarically
relatively bow, even after a brief sunge in December during disraptions to
European gas supplies,
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The UK has four interconnectors today, with a further three doe to

be completed by 2022
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SouTse I ies have beg vy transformm their portfolios. British Gas owner
Centrica sold aff the last of its large-scale gas power Stations in 2008, o foows an
smaller plants.

Blark Futyan, Centrica’s merchant S e LN IR L
power director, said: “The rapid ad closed by
vd closed by Grooghe
pansion of rer e energy has - - =

creapecd a prosing nesd For Mexible Report this ad

poner Lhat has in torn triggeced a shilt i
in focus From barge centralised power s [

plants towards simaller unils that can
resapnd quaickly to changes in
dermand. ™

Diespite this seemingly gloomy pdcture
Foor i s plants, compeanies, are either
kseping them running or exploring
Building new ores._

ESE looks likely to keep Scotland’s Last Fossil fuel power station open ab Peterlhead
in Aberdesnslice, afer it pesersted Fears from unions by announcing a reviess of
the plant a year ago. It also hopes to buaild a e plant in MNoceh Lineolnshice i i
can secure a conbract in the capacity market,

Dirax Geroags i boeodeing to consert its coal power units in North Yorkshire to o hoage
3. 5GW gas plant, RWE is consulting this year on plans for a major neas 2 56GW gos
poaver plant ar its former bionass poveer station ag Tilbury, Esses_

Gloveer said that despite uncertainty, gas will remain a key compornent of povwer
supplies, especially i electric cars reverse yeoars of Falling demand.

Since you're here ..

- e Bivve o genall Favonr to ask, Mo peopde are reading the Guardian than ever
but sddvertising rewenues across the media sre Falling Fase. And anlike many
e orEAanisations, we haven't pul up a paywall - we sank Lo Kessp our
journalism as apen as we can. 5o you can ses sy owes need ta ask for ypour help
Thee Guardian™s independent, investigative joarnalism takes a lot of time, momsey
A hard waork to prodiusce. But we do it becanse we believe our perapective
matiers - because it might well be your perspective, Doo,

) appveciate trare nod baing & paywall: it is more democratic for the meaais i
e availaide for all and nof & comummodity o be porcfarsed by a few P fbaopy
o srrake & corlrbution so atfrevs with less means SEll have access o
drafararadio.

Thomasime F-R-

1IF pveryane who reads our reporting, wheo likes i, helps fond it oor fotore wounld
B mmuch more secure. For s linthe as £1, you can support the Gouardiam - aosd it
anly takes a minute, Thank youw.
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ExecReview (29 January 2018)

Adam Vaughan January 29, 2013 «— Previous Next —

Gas-fired plants to reap huge subsidies despite
uncertain future

Fossil fuel faces stiff competition from nuclear, renewables and European
imports

3 mrmem

The Teesside gas-fired power station. Photagragh: Alamy

Gas power plant operators will scoop millions of pounds in state subsidies in
coming days to go on standby next winter, but the owner of the UK's largest gas
fleet has warned the fossil fuel faces an uncertain future as a cormerstone of UK
energy.

Auctions starting on Tuesday for coniracts in the capacity market, the
government’s insurance policy for ensuring reliable electricity supplies, are crucial
to the survival of gas plants.

But nuclear, renewables and energy imported from European markets could
change British energy provision within two decades, according to Tom Glover, the
UK chair of German energy group RWE.

Glover said the outlook for new gas plants — quicker and cheaper to build than
atomic sites or offshore windfarms — remained unclear.

“It's unceriain, when you look across 15 years. You've got to look at how
interconnectors [power cables to other couniries], how new nuclear, renewables
will develop. It's very uncertain,” he said.
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Sign up to the daily Business Today email or follow Guardian Business on Twitter at
@BusinessDesk

Glowvers caution comes despite the govermment confirming the phase-out of coal.
Gas has cemented iself as the top source of electricity over the past two years as
coal declined dramatically in the face of a carbon tas.

The North Sea’s gas, together with pipelines from Europe and ships from Qatar,
regularly supplies more than 40% of the Uk’'s power, and on cold, still days earlier
in the month has at times been providing nearly 60%b.

This maonth the government spelled out how it would force the last of Britain's eight
coal plants fo close in Ocliober 2025 to meet climate change goals, and how that
would help gas.

Gas power graph

Officials said they expected the plan would lower the cost of funding gas plants,
and lead to higher revenues because the power stations would be used more
often.

But a look at the official estimates of how much new gas capacity will be built in
coming yvears helps explain Glovers concern, despite the current dominance of
gas.

The Department for Business, Energy and Indusfrial Strategy (BEIS) this month
revised the amount of new gas planis it expects to be built by 2035 to 6GW, down
from the 14GWV it predicted last yvear. In comparison, its forecast for new
renewables, which it expects to generate more power than gas by 2020, remained
largely the same.

Gas power station map
The economics of gas-fired power stations today largely himge on the capacity
market.

Feter Atherion, energy analyst at Comwall Insight, said: *[Large gas plants] are
entirely dependent on the capacity market really, it needs to cover something like
50-30% of the economics of those plants. That leaves maybe only 20% of the
economics to the wholesale market,.”

The Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit (ECIU) calculates that £3_4bn worth of
capacity market subsidies have already been promised to power station operators,
many of them gas-fired operafions.

Yet so far the scheme has failed to bring forward any new plants on the scale of
the large ones built during the “dash for gas™ of the 1990s.
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Gas plant owners complain that, despite reforms owver the past year that should
diminish the role of small local power stations and battery storage planis, the
capacity market is still not a level playing field.

They are concermed by competition in auctions for capacity market contracts next
month from new inferconneciors — long-distance power cables — being planned for
the early 2020s to Belgium and France.

Gas supporters argue those interconnectors can compete for a lower price
because they do not have to pay the same costs as gas operators in the UK, such
as the carbon tax.

Experts think the price of the contracts awarded in the auctions will be the same or
lower as previous years, because of how many firms are bidding for them.
Bernstein bank expects prices for the four-year ahead auction to clear at £18-19
per kilowatt, compared with £22 50/ last year.

There is little comfort in wholesale gas prices either, which are historically
relatively low, even after a brief surge in December during disruptions fo European
gas supplies.

interconnectors

Some companies have begun to transform their portfolios. British Gas owner
Cenftrica sold off the last of its large-scale gas power stations in 2018, to focus on
smaller planis.

Mark Futyan, Centrica’s merchant power director, said: “The rapid expansion of
renewable energy has created a growing need for flexible power that has in tum
triggerad a shift in focus from large centralised power plants towards smaller units
that can respond quickly to changes in demand.”

Despite this seemingly gloomy picture for big gas plants, companies are either
keeping them running or exploring building new ones.

S55E looks likely to keep Scotland’s last fossil fuel power station open at
FPeterhead in Aberdeenshire, after it generated fears from unions by announcing a
review of the plant a year ago. It also hopes to build a new plant in North
Lincolnshire if it can secure a contract in the capacity market.

Drax Group is looking to convert its coal power units in Morth Yorkshire to a huge
3.5GW gas plant. RWE is consulting this year on plans for a major new 2_5GW
gas power plant at its former biomass power station at Tilbury, Essex.

Glover said that despite uncertainty, gas will remain a key component of power
supplies, especially if electric cars reverse years of falling demand.

Powered by
thaoamaardian
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DRAX REPOWER:

GIVE YOUR VIEWS

Events to discuss gas generation and battery storage project begin on January 20
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DRAX REPOWER:
GIVE YOUR VIEWS

Events to discuss gas generation and battery storage project begin on January 20

Mare events anc being held to ensure local
people have their say abewt Drax Power
Station’s plans to repower up 1o two of ity
remaiming coal-fired electricity gemerating
units with gas and install what weld be
amongst the largest batteries in the world.
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a better future.
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The Business Desk (22 January 2018)

Drax CEO outlines "first of its kind’ plan to
future-proof the power station

News
January 22 2018
Kayley Worsley
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- A i Write a comment

Drax Power Station near Selby generates 7% of the country's electricity and now has three of
its generators fuelled by low-carbon biomass; with a fourth due to be converted to this
method in the summer. This will leave the power station with two coal-fired generators,
which the government has set out must be offline by 2025. The station, which employs 900
people, is now launching its 're-power project’, setting out planning proposals which need to
be approved by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strateg... For the
full story register now for free or login below...
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Out with the coal,

in with the wood

by ANTONIO SCANCARIELLO- antonio.scancanelio@seloytimes in‘o

Drax Power Station is planning a re-powering
process that could get the whole complex to
be coal free by the government's 2025
deadline.

Three of the six units that made up the
station are already running on biomass,
generated by wood  pellets,  while  the
remaining three are working on coal

A further unit has completed a trial to be run
on biomass, which will come from the United
States and Canada.

Andy Koss, chiet executive (CEQ) of Drax
Power, said: “Half of the system is still on coal.
By Octaber, 1, 2025 the power station will get
rid of coal. We received confirmation from the
government of our fourth unit conversion o
blomass,”

The re-powering process’ aim is o convert
two more units making up the whole system,
in this case to gas. This development would
include two combined-cvele gas turbines
(CCGTS), which would also be capable of
operating as rapid response gas power plants
in open-cvcle mode.

Mr Koss stated that “there’s a lot more power
on gas rather than coal’

If the entire process will go ahead there will
be tour units running on biomass, and two on
gas.

The re-powering of units 5 and 6 would give

the power station up to 3,600 megawatts (MW)
of new gas generation capacity and up to 200
MW of battery storage. There would be two
battery storage facilities, one per unit and cach
up to 100 MW,

At the moment, the current capacity of the
power station is six units at 645 MW cach.

“We are planning to run four units on
biomass, at the moment the challenge to do six
units is too big”

At present, Mr Koss is not able to “quantity
the cost’ ot the whole process, but he said that
“we are confident we can fund it'

Mr Koss also explained how the power
station was relying on the government to give
biomass away, ‘but we felt we were not really
in charge of our destiny.’

“It very quickly became clear that it was

something that we could do,” he also added

The positive outcome of the ne-powering
process also depends on  environmental
assessments and 1ssues like local planning, air
and water quality, flood risk, traffic and
transport, noise, ecology, heritage and the
eftects on landscape and visual amenity.

Mr Koss said: “We think people will be
supportive, and the council was superb when
we started biomass conversion.”
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A Jarwsary

T'he future for power generation at Drax
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AFTER decades of burming coal to power the nation, North Yorkshire power station
Drax started a new journey five years ago when it set out to convert 1t fuel source to
biomass.

The company welcomed the news last week that financial commitments from
Government in support of biomass will continue allowing it to convert its fourth unit,
from a total of six, to burming chupped wood pellets instead of the dirty fuel

However Unit 4 will be the last at Drax to undergo the conversion amid new plans at
the power giant. Drax has turned it renewable agenda to gas in 1ts latest scheme

Public consultation 1s currently underway on plans to convert the final two units into
combined-cycle gas turbines (CCGTs) with an associated battery - which promises to
be among the largest in the world

Talking to The Press about the move away from Biomass, Drax Power chief executive
Andy Koss, said: “We've got financial support for Biomass until 2027. Our challenge
15 how do_se get the cost of biomass down so when the support runs out we can still
run this plant into the 2030°s

“We recogmse and support the Government 1n 1ts aum to get coal off the system by
October 1, 2025.

“We still see a long term future for biomass, and particularly large preces of kit hike
ours 1s all really important
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“However the Government 1s looking very hard at the amount of support they give for
renewables in the future. The support we get today isn’t necessanly going to be
available for future conversions, therefore iig good for us to be diversified.

“We were always dependant on Government with biomass, it felt like we weren’t in
control of our own destiny.

“Our researchers and engineers set out to look at other options for ourselves It
became clear quite quickly that the gas conversion was something we could do.We
have got some outstanding engineers that we believe can do this. It became a credible
option.

“It’s good to have different technologies or fuel types available to us. They will be
able to do different things. We see ourselves as supporting other low carbon
technologies ™

The installation of the CCGT s will see the capacity of the coal units being
considered, which currenily stands at 1,290MW, increase to up to 3,6000W.

In the five years since it took 1ts first step into renewables, Drax Power Station, near
Selby, 1s now the largest single site renewable electricity generator in the country,
supplying 17 per cent of the UK’s renewable power, which is enough for four million
homes.

But with emerging renewable technologies, each dependent on varying levels of
reliability from its source, sitting hand in hand with demand changing nationally,
power supply has never been more complex.

Drax believes its CCGT proposal can solve many of the problems by providing high
levels of power instantly thanks to the associated batteries, which will store enough
power to get the generators runming at full power instantly.

Mr Eoss said: “We can generate a lot more power on gas rather than coal. We can put
integrated batteries into this as well, using cutting edge technologies to make these
units are mMore responsive.

“We think we are ahead of the curve on this. The grnid needs a responsive, flexible and
reliable plant that can ramp up and down very quickly in response to the energy
demand of the UK at any one time. Because there’s volatility 1n the markets we would
applying for a Capacity Market Contract to insure our investment. They are allocated
in an auction every year, and the key 1s to be the most competitive in terms of the cost
of the project against the power produced.

“We think the fact we are going to use a lot of our existing infrastructure, even though
it is more difficult to integrate_ it will sigmificantly reduce the cost.™

Drax is hoping to hawve all the necessary planning permissions in place, so that if it 1s
successful 1in securning a Capacity MMarket Contract it will be readyw to proceed in 2019,
with the first gas powered turbine potentially up and runnming by 20235

Public consultation events are on February 1. at Selby Town Hall 10am-<4tpm and
Hemingbrough hMethodist Church Hall on February 2
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Powering the
north on gas

PLANS 1o secure the future of
power generation st North York-
shire power station Drax were
under review during a ministe-
rial visit surrounding the plant’s
£as proposals.

Northern Powerhouse Minis-
ter Jake Berry and Seltyy MP Ni-
el Adams, visited Drax Power
Station to find out more about
the Drax Repower project, which
would see up to two of Drax’s
ol generating units repowered
10 zas.

The plans sit alongside Drax’s
existing coal-to-biomass conver
sion which has seen three units
repowered to run on sustainable
biomass pellets, with a fourth
biomass conversion to follow
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development  would  include
two combined-cycle gas tur
bines (OCCGTs) with & combined
capacity of up to 3600 mega-
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watts (MW) of electricity as
well as battery storage of up to
200MW

Andy Koss, Drax power
chief executive, said: “We were
delighted to  welcome Nigel
Adams and Jake Berry to
Drax.

“Our repowering project
represents a really  exciting
time for us; the options we're
exploring could reuse some
of the existing Infrastructure
from the remaining coal as-
sets at Drax and extend their
mllun a8 gas plant into the

“We hope the Repower
project will secure the future
of the power station beyond
2025 when the government
savs coal must come off the
system.

“The North of England has a
rich heritage in providing en-
ergy to the rest of the UK and
Drax has an important role to
play in delivering a low carbon
ecopomy as the UK comes off
coal”

Drax Power Station employs
around 900 people and gener-

! Q) s except under license

ated 16 per cent of the country’s

renewable electricity in 2016

mﬁ;xsx:h for four million house-
0] .

Jake Berry Minister for the
Northern Powerhouse and
Llocal Growth, said: “Drax
plays a hugely important role
in the northern econoty and
it's truly Impressive how it has
continued to innovate in recent
years to move away from ooal
power

“I enjoyed learning more
about Drax's gas conversion
project and its wider plans to
support Britain's transition to
a low carbon future based on an
electric economy™

Mr Adams said: “Thousands
of jobs in Selby and across York
shire directly or indirectly rely
on Drax Power Station.

“Drax’s proposal to convert
its remaining coal units to gas
to extend the life of the power
station comes as welcome news
at a time when other power
stations in my constituency
are closing their doors, with
significant consequences for
employees.”
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The York Press (14 February 2018)

14th February
Powering the North on gas
Lawa V.now’:sonm

Business editor

L-R Will Gardiner (Drax Group CEO) Jake Berry, Nigel Adams, Andy Ko

PLANS to secure the future of power generation at North Yorkshire power station
Drax were under review during a mumistenal visit surrounding the plant’s gas

proposals.

Northern Powerhouse Minister Jake Berry, and Selby MP Nigel Adams, visited Drax
Power Station to find out more about the Drax Repower project, which would see up
to two of Drax’s coal generating units repowered to gas.

The plans sit alongside Drax’s existing coal-to-biomass conversion which has seen
three units repowered to run on sustainable biomass pellets, with a fourth biomass
conversion to follow this year.

If the Drax Repower plans go ahead in their entirety, the development would include
two combined-cycle gas turbines (CCGTs) with a combined capacity of up to 3,600
megawatts (MW) of electricity as well as battery storage of up to 200MW

Andy Koss, Drax power chief executive said: “We were delighted to welcome Nigel
Adams and Jake Berry to Drax. Our repowering project represents a really exciting
time for us; the options we're explonng could reuse some of the existing infrastructure
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The York Press (14 February 2018)

from the remaining coal assets at Drax and extend their operation as gas plant into the
2030s.

“We hope the Repower project will secure the future of the power station beyond
2025 when the government says coal must come off the system. The North of England
has a nich hentage in providing energy to the rest of the UK and Drax has an
important role to play in delivering a low carbon economy as the UK comes off coal ™

Drax Power Station employs around 900 people and generated 16 per cent of the
country’s renewable electricity in 2016 — enough for four million households.

Take Berry, Minister for the Northern Powerhouse and Local Growth, said: “Dirax
plays a hugely important role in the northern economy and 1t°s truly impressive how 1t
has continued to innovate in recent years to move away from coal power.

“I enjoved learning more about Drax’s gas conversion project and its wider plans to
support Britain’s transition to a low carbon future based on an electric economy.”

Mr Adams said: “Thousands of jobs 1n Selby and across Yorkshire directly or
indirectly rely on Dirax Power Station.

“Drax’s proposal to convert its remaining coal units to gas to extend the life of the
power station comes as welcome news at a time when other power stations in my
constituency are closing their doors, with significant consequences for employees.™
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Selby District Council (13 February 2018)

Northern Powerhouse Minister
visits development sites in
Selby

£ Tuesday, 13 February 2018
SELBY DISTRICT MEANS

Three of the Selby district’s strategic sites for new business development and new homes
have been visited by Jake Berry, the Government Minister for the Northern Powerhouse. He
was accompanied on the visits by Nigel Adams MP, Selby and Ainsty who had organized the
visit to showcase business opportunities in the district.
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Jake Berry, toured the Sherburn2 development and saw at first-hand how nearly £9m of new
zovernment funding will help unlock the development of around 1,000 new homes and
significant new business space at Olympia Park. He then visited Drax and met with Andy
Koss, Chief Executive where ambitious plans to conwvert the last remaining coal powered
generators to gas.

Sherburnz and Olympia Park are two of the Selby district’s prime development opportunities
— both are part of an expanding local economy and will support the district’s position as the
fastest-growing area in Morth Yorkshire.

Sherburnz is a 75-acre site with direct links onto the AL{M). It's next to the existing successful
Sherburn Park, whose occupiers include Debenhams, Sainsburny’s, Optare, Eddie Stobart,
Kingspan and Legal & General Homes. With its strategic location and enormous potential to
grow the Selby District economy, the project was kick-started with £3.1m in infrastructure
funding from the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding Enterprise Partmership and
Government’s Growing Flaces’ Fund. Sherburnz is one of the most significant new
development sites in Yorkshire, both in terms of the jobs it will create and the inward
investment it will attract.

At Olympia Park, meanwhile, the povernment has agreed to invest nearby £9m on new
infrastructure, including a new link read to the site, to kick start the development. This
followed a bid for the funding from the District Council, supported by the York, North

YWorikshire and East Riding Enterprise Partnership and the local MP.

Speaking at the visit, Jake Berry MP, explained, “The Selby district is right at the heart of
Yorkshire and well-placed to be a significant player in the economy of the north. The
government’s backing new investment across the region, through practical help such as
funding for infrastructure improvements at sites like Olympia Parlk. Targeted funding like this
will unlock significant new investment to create jobs and new opportunities.”

Selby and Ainsty MP, Nigel Adams, added, *| invited the minister to see some of our strategic
development sites which all form part of the ambitious plans for the Northern Powerhouse.
The three projects we visited will all create new business opportunities and jobs, The
Government has an important role in this and | am delighted that Jake Berry accepted my
inwvitation to visit and saw the progress we are making and the role played by the local
council, the LEP and others.™

Leader of Selby District Council, Cllr Mark Crane, explained what the sites offer for new
investors, “Our strengths for business here in the Selby district are our fantastic road and rail
connections, the affordability of our business space, our workforce skills and the fact that we
hawe a growing population. We’ve ot two very different development sites — one offering
significant new business space and the other a site for major new housing — but both will help
us to deliver new job opportunities and growth. Ultimately this benefits evervone in the
area.”™

Olympia Park will also unlock significant employment space as well as housing - and improve
the guality of access for existing businesses on the site such as the Potter Group and Clipper
Logistics.

Jeremy Molan of Glentrool Estates, who own Sherburm2, commented: “These are exciting
times for Sherburnz. Hard on the heels of the visit by Heathrow Airport chairman Lord
Deighton, comes this visit by Jake Berry MP, the Northermn Powerhouse Minister. We were
delighted to welcome them both and to highlight its importance to the economy of Selby.

“*The location of Sherburm2 is a massive selling point. Not only does the park boast great
access to essential routes across the UK, with Yorkshire s excellent motornway network only
minutes away, but the adjacent Sherburn Airfield and Sherburn Rail Freight Terminal
provides a superb combination of road, rail and air connectivity.
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“Meanwhile Sherburn2 is one of the most significant new employment sites in the Yorkshire
region, both in terms of the sustainable jobs it will create and the inward investment it will
attract. The visits by the Heathrow delegation and by Jake Berry MP are a welcome link
between the north and south of England and underpin the growing importance of the
Morthern Powerhouse.

“Sherburn? provides a great opportunity for occupiers to benefit from a labour poal with
impeccable logistics connections. These visits underline the strategic importance of
Sherburnz for the region. We are looking forward to welcoming a new generation of
businesses with an announcement of a major new cccupier imminent. These two visits put
us firmby on the national stage.”
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Minister FM (13 February 2018)

Northern Powerhouse Minister visits development sites in Selby

SELBY DISTRICT MEANS

13th February 2043
1:46pen 13¢k February 2018)

Tiree of the: Selbvy distrct’s struteyic sites for new business developeent and new bomes have been visitad by Joke Berry, the Govenument Misister
for the Nocthers Powerdwoose

He was acocerpenied by Nigel Aders, MP fior Selby and Adssty, who had ongressed the visi 10 showosse business oppoctusities i the district

Jake Berry, soured the Sherbum? developonest and saw ut flest-boad how neady £9m of new povernment fundiag will help unlock Se developoest of
swround 1,000 new homes and stgnificant new business space st Olympea Park

He then visited Drax and met with Andy Koss. Clrief Execative sehere anshitions: plans w0 comvert the last remsaining ool powened geaeriooes 50 g

Sherbum? and Olysngen Park ave two of the Selby districts prime developenent oppoetusities - both are part of un expesding Jocal eccoamy and wall
suppoet the district’s posision as the fastest- growisg area i Nook Yorkshise

Sherbum? &s a 25-acre site with dsens lnks ondo the AL(M)

1t's next to the existing successfl Sherbwrn Park, whose occuplers include Debeshans, Sainshury's, Optase, Bddie Ssobart, Kingspan and Legal &
General Homes

With les strategic bocation and encamous potensial 1o grow the Selbyy District scanoosy, Sie poogect was kick-staned with £3. 1m In inflastracoee
funding from the York, Noeth Yorkshire and East Riding Emerpuise Partnership aad Goversoent's Growing Places’ Fuad.

Sherbum? is coe of the naoer sigaificnms new developmens sites tn Yorkshive, bodh in 1erms of the jobe [t will create and the inward mvestmens i will
attract.

At Cbymspia Poek, seamadile, the govemment has agreed 5o mvvest neardy £5m on new nfrastrucsare, including a new Hnk road to the site, to kick

saut the devedopment. Thiss followed a bid for the fnding Som e District Councll, suppociad by the Yark, Narth Yodkshine and Exst Riding
Emerprise Partnership aad the locsd MP.

Speaking at ¢he vizit, Jake Berry MP, explained,

“The government’s backing new investment across the region, through practical help
such as funding for infrastructure improvements at sites like Olympia Park Targeted
funding like this will unlock significant new investment to create jobs and new
opportunities.”

Selby and Aimsty MP, Nigel Adanss, added,

“I invited the minister to see some of our strategic development sites which all form
part of the ambitious plans for the Northern Powerhouse.

44
draxpowe

ADraxG any



Document Ref: 5.1.28
The Drax Power (Generating Stations) Order May 2018

The three projects we visited will all create new business opportunities and jobs. The
Government has an important role 1 this and I am delighted that Jake Berry accepted
my mvitation to visit and saw the progress we are making and the role played by the
local council, the LEP|and others.™

Leader of Selby Diszrict Counl, Clir Mark Crans. explained what the sites affer for new veestors,

“Ohr strengths for business here i the Selby district are our fantastic road and rail
connections, the affordability of our business space, our workforce skills and the fact
that we have a gprowing population.

We've got two very different development sites — one offering significant new
business space and the other a site for major new housing — but both will help vs to
deliver new job opportonities and growth. Ultimately this benefits everyone in the
area ™
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Drax : 13 February 2018 - Northern
Powerhouse Minister and Selby MP visit
Drax to find out more about Drax Repower

Wlin| f{= o ¢

02/13/2018 | 10:16am GMT

Nigel Adams, MP, and Northern Powerhouse Minister Jake Berry this week visited Drax
Power Station to find out more about the Drax Repower project, which would see up to
two of Drax's coal generating units repowered to gas.

The plans would complement Drax's existing coal-to-biomass conversion which has
seen three units repowered to run on sustainable biomass pellets, with a fourth biomass
conversion to follow this year.

If the Drax Repower plans go ahead in their entirety, the development would include two
combined-cycle gas turbines (CCGTs) with a combined capacity of up to 3,600 mega-
watts (MW) of electricity as well as battery storage of up to 200MW.

Andy Koss, Drax power CEO said, 'We were delighted to welcome Nigel Adams and
Jake Berry to Drax. Our repowering project represents a really exciting time for us; the
options we're exploring could reuse some of the existing infrastructure from the remain-
ing coal assets at Drax and extend their operation as gas plant into the 2030s.
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'We hope the Repower project will secure the future of the power station beyond 2025
when the government says coal must come off the system. The North of England has a
rich heritage in providing energy to the rest of the UK and Drax has an important role to
play in delivering a low carbon economy as the UK comes off coal.’

Drax Power Station employs around 900 people and generated 16% of the country's re-
newable electricity in 2016 - enough for four million households, the equivalent of
Leeds, Manchester, Sheffield and Liverpool.

Jake Berry, Minister for the Northern Powerhouse and Local Growth, added, 'Drax plays
a hugely important role in the northern economy and it's truly impressive how it has con-
tinued to innovate in recent years to move away from coal power. | enjoyed learning
more about Drax's gas conversion project and its wider plans to support Britain's transi-
tion to a low carbon future based on an electric economy.’

Nigel Adams, Member of Parliament for Selby & Ainsty, said, "Thousands of jobs in Sel-
by and across Yorkshire directly or indirectly rely on Drax Power Station. Drax's pro-
posal to convert its remaining coal units to gas to extend the life of the power station
comes as welcome news at a time when other power stations in my constituency are
closing their doors, with significant consequences for the employees working there.’

Drax Group contributed almost £1.7 billion towards UK GDP in 2016 and supported
thousands of jobs across the country, including £5677m across the North of England -
Yorkshire and Humber, North West, and North East, termed as the 'Northern Power-
house Region'.
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HumberBuisness.com (13 February 2018)
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Powerhouse minister calls in on power
plant to check on re-power plans

POWERINC ON- WAl Cardiner, Deax Croup chief executive, with Jake Bemry, Nigel Adams, Andy Kass, »,’
Dvax Power chief executive ‘ |

By Hull Daily Medl | Portec: () 13 Fe 2018

Northern Powearhouse Minister Jake Barry has visited Drax Power Station to find out more Sbout plans to
convert the final two coal generating waits to gasfiing.

Tre proposal would compiement Drand's axisting coalto-blomass conversion which has seen three units
transformad o run on sustainabie biomass pallets, with 3 fourth to follow this year.

If th Drax Repower plan: 90 ahead In thel entirety, the devaliopment would Indiudse two combined-cycie
Qs turbings (CCCTs) with 2 combined capacky of up to 3,600 megawatts (MW) of clectricRy as wall 35
battery storage of up to 2000,

Read more: Coalfired Eggbarough Power Station to close later this yaar

Mr Earry, wiho was joined by Nigel Adams, MP for Saiby & Alnsty, sald: “Drax plays & hogaly Important role in
the northarn economy and Its truly Impresshug how & has continued to Innovate In recent years to move
away from coal powsr. | anjoyed learning mare about Orax's gas comwersion project and its wider plans to
support Erain’s transition to 3 low carbon future based on an electric ecanomy.™

Drax Power Station employs around 900 peaple and generated 16 per cent of the country’s rencwable
electricity In 2015 - enough for four millicn househalds, the egquivaiant of Leeds, Manchaster, ShafMald snd
Lherpool.
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VISIT: Andy Koss, Drax Power chief executive, Jake Berry, apprentice Lucy Riley, Nigel Adams,
apprentice Jacob Spencer, Will Gardiner, Drax Group chief executive and apprentice Thomas Hughes
in the Drax Power 5tation control room.

Andy Koss, Drax Power chief executive, said: “We were delighted to welcome Nigel Adams and Jake Berry to
Drax. Our repowering project represents a really exciting time for us; the options we're exploring could
reuse some of the existing infrastructure from the remaining coal assets at Drax and extend their operation
as gas plant into the 2030s.

“We hope the Repower project will secure the future of the power station beyond 2025 when the
government says coal must come off the system. The North of England has a rich heritage in providing
energy to the rest of the UK and Drax has an important role to play in delivering a low carbon economy as
the UK comes off coal.”

Read more: Hull waste firm has vehicle for one-stop collection

Drax Croup contributed almost £1.7 billion towards UK CDP in 2016 and supported thousands of jobs
across the country, including £577m across the North of England - Yorkshire and Humber, North West, and
North East, termed as the *Northern Powerhouse Region’.

Mr Adams said: "Thousands of jobs in Selby and across Yorkshire directly or indirectly rely on Drax Power
Station. Drax’s proposal to convert its remaining coal units to gas to extend the life of the power station
comes as welcome news at a time when other power stations in my constituency are closing their doars,
with significant consequences for the employees working there.”

HUMBER

business.com P°'*¢°VER SHARE PROMOTE | CELEBRATE

connecting business across the reglon
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TheBuisnessDesk.com (13 February 2018)

Northern Powerhouse Minister heads to Drax

Northern Powerhouse Minister heads to
Drax

News
February 13 2018
Rachel Covill

@

Write a comment

Northern Powerhouse Minister Jake Berry visited Drax Power Station near Selby this week to
find out more about its Repower project, which would see up to two coal generating units
repowered to gas. The plans would complement Drax’s existing coal-to-biomass conversion
which has seen three units repowered to run on sustainable biomass pellets, with a fourth
biomass conversion to follow this year. If the Drax Repower plans go ahead in their entirety,
the development would include two combined-cycle gas turbines (CCGTs) with a co... For the
full story register now for free or login below...
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Business Link (14 February 2018)

Drax welcomes Northern Powerhouse
Minister

Sy Domsnic Cuthieert - ety 2008 o 1

-~ OOONOO

AN Garefiver, Orax Grocg cfhial asecith, Ak Sy, NGl Acsers, Andy Koss, Dvax Powee CE0

Nartherm Powerhouse Minster Jake Barry and Niged Adams, MP hawve visited Drax Power
Station this week to find out more about the "Repower” project.

The project would s&e up Lo two of Drax’s coal generating unils repowered to gas. The plans
would complement its existing coal-to-biomass conversion which has ssen three unts
repowered to run on sustainable biomass pellets, with a fourth biomass conversion to follow
this year.

If the plans go ahead in thair entirety, the development would indude two combined-cyde
gas turbines (COGTS) with & combined capacity of up Lo 3,600 megawatts (MW) of eectricty
as well as battery storage of up ta 2000V

CEO Andy Koss said: "We were delighted to welcome Nigel Adams and Jake Berry to Drax.
Our repowering project represents a rezlly excting time for us; the options we're exploring
could reuse some of the existing infrastructure from the remaining coal assets at Drax and
extend ther operation as gas plant into the 2030s.

“We hope the Repawer project will sacure the future of the power station beyond 2025 when
the govermment says coal must come off the system.

“The North of England has a rich heritage in providing energy to the rest of the UK and Drax
has an impodant role to play in delivering a low carbon econamy as the UK comes off coal.™

Drax Pawer Station employs around 900 pecple and genarated 16% of the country™s
renewable electndty in 2016 — encugh for four million households, the equivalent of Leeads,
Manchester, Shefliald and Liverpool.

Mr Berry added: "Drax plays a hugely impartant role in the northern econam y and it’s truly
impressive how @ has continued Lo innovate in recent years Lo move away from coal power.

*1 enjoyed leaming more abowut Drax’s gas conversion project and its wider plans o support
Britain's transition to a low carbon future based on an electric economy.”

Niged Agams, Member of Parliament for Salbyy & Ainsty, said: "Thousands of jobs in Selby and
across Yarkshire directly or indrectly rely on Drax Power Station.
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“Drax’s proposal to convert its remaining coal units to gas to extend the life of the power
station comes as welcome news at a time when other power stations in my constituency are
closing their doors, with significant consequences for the employees working there.”

Drax Group contributed almost £1.7 billion towards UK GDP in 2016 and supported thousands
of jobs across the country, including £577 million across the North of England - Yorkshire and
Humber, North West, and North East, termed as the ‘Northern Powerhouse Region’.
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Drax Power Station is planning a
ré-powering process that could get
the whole complex to be coal free
by the government’s 2025 deadline.

Three of the six units that made
up the station are already running
on biomass, generated by wood
pellets, while the remaining three
are working on coal

A further unit has completed o
trial to be run on biomass, which
will come from the United States
and Canada

Andy Koss, chief executive (CEQ)
of Drax Power, said: “Halt of the
system i still on coal. By October, |
2025 the power station will get rid
of coal. We received contirmation
from the government of our fourth
unit conversion o biomass.”

Ihe re-powering process” aim is
to convert two more units making
up the whole system, in this case to
gas.  This
include two combined-cycle

development  would

Bas

turbines (CCGTs), which would also
be capable of operating as rapid
response gas power plants in open-
cycle mode

Mr Koss stated that “there’s a lot
more power on gas rather than
coal',

I the entire process will go ahead
there will be four units running on
biomass, and two on gas.

The re-powering af units 3 and &
would give the power station up to
3000 megawatts (MW) of new gas
generation capacity and up to 200
MW of battery storage. There would
be two battery storage facilities, one
per unit and each up to 100 MW,

Al the current
capacity of the power station is six
units at 645 MW each

“"We are planning to run four
units on biomass, at the moment the
challenge to do six units is too big."

At present, Mr Koss is not able to
‘quantify the cost’ of the whole

moment,  the

Drax could he
coal free by 2025

by ANTONIO SCANCARIELLD - antonio scancanello@ sebytmes.into

process, but he said that
contident we can fund it’

Mr Koss also explained how the
power station was relving on the
sovernment to give biomass dway,
‘but we fell we werne not really in
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Out with the coal,

in with the wood

by ANTONIO SCANCARIELLO- antonio scancanelio@salbytimes.info

Drax Power Stalion is planning a re-powering
process that could get the whole complex to
be coal free by the government’'s 2025
deadline.

Three of the six units that made up the
biomass,
the

station are already running on

generated by wood  pellets,  while
remaining three are working on coal

A turther unit has completed a trial to be run
on biomass, which will come from the United
States and Canada.

Andy Koss, chiet executive (CEO) of Drax
Power, said: “Halt of the system is still on coal.
By Octaber, 1, 2025 the power station will get
rid of coal. We received confirmation from the
government of our fourth unit conversion to
biomass.”

The re-powering process’ aim is o convert
two more units making up the whole system,
in this case to gas. This development would
include gas

(CCGTS), which would also be capable of

two  combined-cvele turbines
operating as rapid response gas power plants
in open-cvcle mode.

Mr Koss stated that “there’s a lot more power
on gas rather than coal’

If the entire process will go ahead there will
be four units running on biomass, and two on

gas

54

The re-powering of units 5 and 6 would give
the power station up to 3,600 megawatts (MW)

of new gas generation capacity and up to 200
MW of battery storage. There would be two
battery storage facilities, one per unit and cach
up to 100 MW,

At the moment, the current capacity of the
power station is six units at 645 MW cach,

“We are planning to run four units on
biomass, at the moment the challenge to do six
units is too big”

At present, Mr Koss is not able to “quantify
the cost’ of the whole process, but he said that
‘we are confident we can fund it’

Mr Koss also explained how the power
station was relying on the government to give
biomass away, ‘but we felt we were not really
in charge of our destiny”

“It very quickly became clear that it was

something that we could do.” he also added
The positive outcome of the re-powering

process also  depends on  environmental

assessments and 1ssues like local planning, air

and water quality, flood rnisk, traffic and

transport, noise, ecology, heritage and the
effects on landscape and visual amenity.

Mr Koss said: “We think people will be
supportive, and the council was superb when
we started biomass conversion.”
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Drax could he

coal free by 2025

by ANTONIO SCANCARIELLD - amonio scancanello@ sebiytimes.info

Drax Power Station is planning a
ré-powering process that could get
the whole complex to be coal free
by the government’s 2025 deadline.

Three of the six units that made
up the station are already running
on biomass, gencrated by wood
pellets, while the remaining three
are working on coal

A further unit has completed o
trial to be run on biomass, which
will come from the United States
and Canada

Andy Koss, chief executive {CEQ)
of Drax Power. said: “Half of the
system is still on coal. By October, |
2025 the power station will get rid
of coal. We received confirmation
from the government of our fourth
unit conversion to biomass "

I'he re-powering process” aim is
to converl two more units umkmg
up the whole system, in this case to
gas. Thas
include

development  would

two  combined-cycle gas

turbines (CCGTs), which would also
be capable of operating as rapid
response gas power plants in open-
cycle mode

Mr Kaoss stated that “there's a lot
more power
coal’,

on gas rather than

If the entire process will go abead
there will be four units running on
blonuss, and two on gas.

The re-powering of units 5 and &
would give the power station up to
3,600 megawatts (MW) of new gas
generation capacity and up to 200
MW of battery storage. There would
be two battery storage facilities, one
per unit and each up to 100 MW,

At the the  ¢urrent
capacity of the power station is six
units at h45 MW cach

“We are planning to run four
units on biomass, at the moment the
challenge to do six units is oo big.”

muoment,

At present, Mr Koss is not able to
‘quantify the cost’ of the whole

process, but he said that “we are
confident we can fund it’

Mr Koss also explained how the
power station was relving on the
government Lo give biomass away,
‘but we felt we were not really in
charge of our destiny.’

"It very quickly became clear that
it was something that we could do,”
he also added

The positive outcome of the re-
powering process also depends on
and
tssues like local planning, oir and
water quality, flood risk, traffic and

environmental  assessments

transport, noise, ecology, heritage
and the effects on landscape and
visual amenity.

Mr Koss said: “We think people
will be supportive, and the council
superb  when started
biomass conversion.”

was we

Drax Power Station after the re-
powering process. (25-01-18 SU)
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Drax CEO outlines ‘first of its kind’ plan
to future-proof the power station
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Drax Power Station near Selby generates 7% of the country’s electricity and now has
three of its generators fuelled by low-carbon biomass; with a fourth due to be
converted to this method in the summer

This will leave the power station with two coal-fired generators, which the
government has set out must be offline by 2025.

The station, which employs 900 people, is now launching its ‘re-power
project’, setting out planning proposals which need to be approved by the Secretary
of State for Business, Energy and Industnial Strategy

Drax Group is proposing to build two gas-powered generators on the north of the
station’s site; which would, when combined, generate 3,600 megawatts of power —
each one would have the capacity to produce nearly three times as much of the
power generated by one coal-fired generator. Each coal unit has 645MW and each
gas generator would produce 1,800MW

Should they get the go ahead, the two remaining operational coal-fired generators
would close and the power generated across the site would increase and be more
reactive to consumer needs, said CEO of Drax Power, Andy Koss.

He added that the proposed new generators would use the existing infrastructure,
including the steam turbines and cooling towers. In a briefing with
TheBusinessDesk com, Koss said that the battery storage units would be used to
‘kick-start’ the gas generators into action; which he descnibed the engineenng
concept behind it as “the first of its kind."
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Koss added that with the growth of renewable energy generation, including wind and
solar, there was be a need to increase reactive power generation to “fill the gaps”
that could emerge when demand outstrips renewable supply.

Talking of the proposed gas generator and battery storage, Koss said it was an
incredibly exiting prospect to be ahead of the market. He said: “It will be the first of its
kind in the UK. We think power generation needs to be as flexible as it possibly can
be.

“This is a huge step away from coal-fired generation and, hopefully, over time, we
will be able to take coal off the system by 2025.

“We need to be able to provide responsive, flexible and reliable power. Rather than
leaving the generators to run, we need to be able to ramp up the voltage and
respond to customer needs when there is demand.”

Each gas powered generator would take three years to build and Drax hope to have
planning in place by 2019 and the first gas generator operational by 2023.

The multi-million-pound project would require a new gas pipeline connection to the
Drax site to supply the generators, two potential routes for which are included in the
consultation, it would also see tall but slim stacks being constructed, which are no
higher than the cooling towers.

Koss won't be drawn on exact figures, other than to say the price would need to be
very competitive and the company would need to go through an auction process. He
added: “The intention is to be the most competitive out there in the auction process.”

Of the future of Drax, Koss said: “We still see a long term future for biomass because
it’s flexible and reliable. We hope to run the four biomass units past 2027 But it is
very good to diversify and the gas generators would be at the cutting edge of power
generation.”

The firm will re-skill people employed on the site and more jobs would be created
through the construction phase.

“This increases the complexity of what we are doing here, helping job preservation
and creating an even more interesting job for people on site,” he added.

Koss said it was imperative to always be ahead of the market and be testing options
for power generation, as it becomes increasingly difficult to predict human demand
for electricity as gadgets allow consumers to pre-set and cut down electricty usage.
While there are peak usage times that the power station have to respond to, they
want to be able to react to a quick surge or nse in demand in the future at a quicker
rate.

“There has been more changes in the electricity sector in the last few years than the
last few decades. We believe we have the expertise to build and operate the power
generation of the future. Digital is changing demand. We won't solve everything by
going down one particular path but it's a competitive marketplace as it becomes

essential we use less carbon.”
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Drax generated £57 7fm for the Northern Powerhouse regional economy in 2016 and
£1.7bn for the UK.

Further information about the project and planning application can be found at
http:/Irepower. drax.com
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